


on the unstable rocks, until I came to what would have been a 
waterfall had there been more water in the creek. He was already 
past that point down creek and I wondered how I was going to get 
down, but he shortly got up on the creek bank, so I followed him 
on the bank.

He made his way out of the woods and had to search for the track 
as I later found out he had exited the woods early.  He found the 
track and shortly thereafter came running back to me with the  
second article, tail wagging. We continued without incident thru 
two more turns in that field, then crossed the road. The cross 
tracks were on those last two legs, but he never indicated them.  I 
practice with him in a business complex where there are several 
doctorÕs offices, etc and I lay track early in the morning right past 
their doors and then return after Òwho knowsÓ how many people 
have crossed his track entering and leaving the offices.  IÕve even 
had the people pass right in front of us while he is tracking and he 
usually ignores them which surprises me as he is a therapy dog and 
loves to greet people.

The dense cover  in the 
second field didnÕt seem to 
pose any problems for him 
initially as he made a turn 
and shortly thereafter came 
bounding back to me with 
the third article. He 
continued straight and 
several times he poked his 
nose in the adjoining very tall 
grass/woodsy area, but 
backed out.  Since I didnÕt 
know what the judges had 
considered as the second 
obstacle, I was willing to go 
with him if he had continued. 
After a short time I had 
forgotten as to where he had 
located the third article.  

Then he seemed confused and backed up (not apparently 
tracking) possibly back beyond where the article had been.  We 
circled around and covered quite a bit of ground back and forth.  I 
thought he had possibly missed a turn but by now I had no idea 
where the last article had been. You could not see where anyone 
had walked in this field. I kept thinking this is the best he has ever 
done and I was pleased with his performance to this point and 

would have been happy even if we had we never made it to the 
end! Then he seemed to start going in a straight line, but 
without the pull he had up to this point.  Still not sure if he had 
found the track, after a short distance he put his nose deeper 
into the cover so I could only see his ears and to my surprise 
came back up with the last article. The gallery told me later that 
when his head was buried in the cover, his tail started wagging. 
Since I wasnÕt sure if he was even on the track, I missed that 
indication!  His track was 914 yards and it took him 43 minutes. 
The first two dogs did their tracks in about 10 -15 minutes. 
Fortunately the judges were very patient, but being more 
objective, they could probably ÒseeÓ his perseverance better 
than I could.

I trained Tani initially at the Navy base with their head trainer. 
(Besides dogs for the Navy, Rudy trained search and rescue 
dogs that were capable of doing a night track up to 29 miles 
thru towns, fields, etc. However, IÕve never had a track longer 
than 3/4 mile as physically I wouldnÕt be able.) Therefore for 
TaniÕs first years of tracking we always had a track layer so he 
always had someone to find at the end of the track.  He loved 
finding the tracklayer and we had to break him of air scenting if 
he located the person early, maybe as much as several hundred 
yards upwind! Later when my most faithful tracklayer had a 
stroke, I had to start laying my own tracks.  So when the 
tracklayer (in VT) came up to Tani in the field, he had to be he 
happiest dog in the world at that moment.  And Rudy, who 
retired from the Navy and moved to Georgia several years ago, 
received a very happy phone call from me.

I owned and trained the first Champion-UD collie of either 
variety back in the early 60Õs when roughs were the most 

popular breed. That was a smooth also. I have always wanted a 
Ch-UDT dog but I gave up with that dog after he failed 18 TD 
trials even though he had been certified by 3 different  judges 
including Milo Pearsall, for those of you old enough to remember 
him!   (One trial in RI was at the beginning of a hurricane where 
the track was now 6 inches under water and the tracklayer was 
stuck in a tree in the middle of the rising river that already had 
flooded its banks. We had the first track, but when my dog failed, 
they cancelled the trial!) But since Tani got his TDX before his UD 
(had two UD legs before the TDX trial),   .......if and when he ever 
gets his last UD leg, I still wonÕt have a Ch-UDT dog  ........ but a 
Ch-UDTX.



c.
Westhampton, NJ  TR Mar 16, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 5, 2008
 Entry Fee: $50.00

Penna Furnace, PA  TX Apr 6, 2008 
   (Outdoors)

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 26, 2008
 Entry Fee: $85.00

Penna Furnace, PA  TR Apr 6, 2008 
 (Outdoors)

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 26, 2008
 Entry Fee: $45.00

New Paltz, NY  TX Apr 6, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 27, 2008

New Paltz, NY  TR Apr 6, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 27, 2008
 Entry Fee: $80.00

Lexington, KY  TR Apr 13, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 12, 2008
 Entry Fee: $75.00

Lexington, KY  TX Apr 13, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 12, 2008
 Entry Fee: $100.00

Lexington, KY  VST Apr 13, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Mar 12, 2008
 Entry Fee: $100.00

Moscow, PA  TR Apr 27, 2008 
T
 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Apr 17, 2008
 Entry Fee: $50.00

Moscow, PA  TX Apr 27, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Apr 17, 2008
 Entry Fee: $100.00

 Lancaster, PA  TR Apr 28, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Apr 1, 2008
 Entry Fee: $70.00

Lancaster, PA  TX Apr 28, 2008 

 Opening Date:  No Date Available
 Closing Date:    Apr 1, 2008
 Entry Fee: $100.00

If you are able to help out at this years TED please contact
Peg Forte or Joan Luckhardt. The TED is Saturday April 12, 2008


